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NATIONAL CAPITAL PLARNING COMMISSION
Washington 25, D. C.

Honorsble Richard M. Nixon
Prasident of ths Senate
United States Senate
Washington 25, Do C.

My deaxr Mr. Presidents

There is enclosed a draft of a mroposed Joint Resolutiocn
PReserving as public open space the area in the District of Columbia
betwesn E Streat and Constitution Avenus and 23rd and 25th Streets,
Novthwest.V

It is suggestsd that the joint resolution be submitted to
the approprilate committee for consideratlon and its ensciment ie
recommendeda

The purpose of the leglslotion i to resarve as public open
space that arsa in the District of Colurbia between E Strset and
Comstitution Avenue and 23rd and 25th Streets, Northwest., The land
is now ocecupled by the Depertwent of the Navy and osther agencies and
it is not intended that this roservation wonld interfers with prasent
nses. Howsver, the resolution would preclude further coustruction
of buildings snd would require the sbandomment sad removal of exist-
ing bulldings and atzructures as soom as reasonsdly feasiblas. The
vesolution would alse psrmit the use of the ares, or portions therecf,
28 & national monumend or memorial site consistent with its function
as pwblic open spacs and provided vistas and existing monuwents and
memoriels in the vieinity are sdequately protected.

Thoe ares includss one of the highset points of land within
the origlnal city as contemplated by Plerre Charlea L'Enfent and cone
siets of a rathsr high outerepping of reck. Because of its height it
affords an wnezcelled view of the Washington Monument and Polemae Parl
o the aouthsast and of the Potomas River and swrounding hills In
Virginis to the south end wast. All of the earlier plans of “he ciiy,
incliwding the Ellicott Plan of 1800, designsted this arez as an opsn
space of camsidsrable prominence.

In recent months several proposals have beon mads for the

construction of a Federal office bullding on the site. Any conatrucs
tion of this nature unouestionably would detract materielly from the
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[incoln Memorial and the Washington Monument. It is probable that
3 structure on this site also would interfere with the vistas along
th: Potomac Parkway, the Memorial Bridge and even Key Bridge. This
Sommdission has proposed for many years and has recommended %o the
soagress that future construction of office buildings and sirdlar
fazilities for the government be confined to the area desigiated

as the East Mall, that is, the area between the Capitol and the
Anscostia River. No further substantial structure should ba inclu=
ied in the Federal development area between the Capitol and ths
Potomac River to the west.

It will be noted that adequate provision has bean made for
“he use of some portlons of the area for approaches to the Theodore
oosevelt Memorial Bridge and the West Leg of the Innmer Ipopn. both
of which will require limited emounts of the area but wiil not
dstract from its use as public open space.

The Bureauw of the Budget has advised that there ¢s no
objection to the submission of this legislation to the Conereass.
Respectfully yours,

Harland Bartholomew
Chadrman

%

Approved For Release 2004/05/13 : CIA-RDP91-00965R000400060015-5

%



